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Sage Narada: Mischief Monger or Divine Guide e

send request to newsletter@godivinity.org
Sge Narada is generally considered 4 2 NRQA& 02 Y TA RI Y IS f@d(rémn&tﬁ)ﬂoﬁtﬁeseéﬁlmd@tﬁaﬂi he
ischiefmonger and a trouble- further Hisavatara karyas(purpose of had developed great dispassion and ar
maker by many casual readers of ourincarnation); he is amttama Guru who, overpowering desire to seek the Lord.
Puranas. It is believed that wherever heas we saw, leads manyj&a (soul) to The Lord had granted him a bridfr-
appears, confusion and perplexity fol-the Lotus Feet of the Lord; and further- shanin his heart in that birth, due to his
low; and he is said to be one who revelsmore, Narada also plays the role of ahaving served the sadhus, but He hac
in creatingkalaham(conflict). guide to other great rishis who are his withdrawn His form saying that the boy
OwWnN peers. was only eligible for that brief vision in

Narada was singlkandedly thatbirth.

responsible for inspiring However the Lord blessed him, so that

0§KS & R2 Odzy S yiid hisih&x2bjfth as Sadge Narada, he doe
_ the lives of the no arduous penance but instead con-

@b two foremost stantly only chants the name of the

However, the fact is that the onlyala-
hamthat Narada does is that he first #®
approaches one who has absolutelyg
no worthy attributes and stimulates
him to seek Gad be it Kamsa, Rat-
nakara, Dhruva or

Prahlada. ~,{ avataras of the Lord. And, while in his earlier birth that
By initiating S . Lord: Sri Ramava- Lord went away from him, in this birth,
. o tara and Sri Krish- the Lord constantly follows him and

Prahlada into the
navatara. does not move away even for a second!

name of Narayana and
speaking to him about the
glories of the Lord, even
gKAES KS g1 a
womb, Narada ensured that

When Sage Valmiki ¢ Kdza Ay aLIANBR o8&
was contemplating Vyasa authored Srimad Bhagavatam, th
S Ndeeply whether an crown jewel among the Puranas, that
ideal and perfect SEG2f & y 2 ( li@sdedHis calk K

the child was born gnani ' man really existed, orful Krishnavatara, but also the inspir-
who, even as a little boy was the B it was Narada who ing life stories of His foremost devotees,
greatest of all devotees. By accosti *_ % \ came to him and told while laying downnama sankirtanand

little Dhruva who was headed to the KA Y 0KS a02NE 27T Katia shravhnahlasXide basia af 8exel-
forest to see the Lord, Narada instructedinspiring Valmiki to compose the Rama-oping true love for the Lord.

him stepby-step on what he should do Yyana. Thus Sage Narada appears to be almo:
to behold the Lord. In fact, Narada de-At the end of the Dwapara Yuga, Sagsinglehandedly responsible for showing
scribed the glorious Lord in such greatyeda Vyasa , himself an incarnation ofposterity (i.e., us) a way to the Light in
detail to the little boy that when the the Lord, felt restless about the future this dark and depressing Kali Yuga. Ho
Lord actually appeared in front of him, of mankind despite having compiled the then can we label this great redeemer of
Dhruva saw Him exactly as Narada had/edas, Upanishads, seventeen Puranathe world as a mischighonger or trou-
described! Narada was responsible forand even the Mahabharata. At this junc-blemaker?

transforming the depraved hunter Rat- ture, again it was Narada who came to Priya Thulasi, Milwaukee, W
nakara into the most esteemed Sagehim and advised him to write grantha
Valmiki simply by making him chant thethat glorified the Lord in a manner that
YEYS 2% 0KS [ 2NRY weulevoke&h® sweddfealing of Bhaki

Based on the discourses and articles of H
ﬁriésri Muralidhara Swamiji

case of Kamsa, by revealing to him thatn the reader. ; .

Krishna was the eighth son of Devaki,h Y +SRI &l al Qs N—— InS|de.t-h|s |§sue X
Narada actually sent him towards the .. f o "ro ik had eamed Infinite Ways to Infinite Bliss Pg 2
L) el eSS ISEl s SV o) devotion in his previous birth. He sai( Lord Buddha and Hinduism Pg 2
Narada is no normalevatraversing the that, as the little son of a servant maid

skies! The author of the Bhakti Sutra, hehe had had the great fortune of servin{ A Mother: The 1st Guru Pg 3

is indeed the father obhakti(devotion). the sadhusin his village through his N N

2A0K GKS [ 2NRQ&E Yy IywasSi kNGl | o/t 5 223 Y A RQ&GangkArivia Pg3ly
lips, he is among the foremost and fa-through the sheer grace, compassior News and Events a4
vorite devotees of the Lord; he is the and by eating theucchishtam (sacred 9
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due to merits accrued in

Pilgrimage and its Phala earlier  births, then

Infinite Ways to Infinite Bliss Excerpts from the discourses of HH sfi What to speak of those

. . . aw who live in those
Sri Muralidhara Swamiji of Chennai, India. kshetras? Therefore

4 nasi, Vrindavan, Ayodhya,but the next best option). All other ways areone should not hola
a aiaraka and Pandharpur are adhama(not good). any grudge agains
kshetras (holy places of pilgrimage) filled This is because it is not possible for ordinary Y € YRSY &
with the presence of the Lord. mortals like us to comprehend the ancientpriests or beggars in
However, a trip undertaken to these sacredincidents that took place in these kshetras,such  kshetras. ~ One
spots without the knowledge of thethala or the experiences ofnahans(great saints) should not say things like )
purana (history/importance of the kshetra), who had lived there in the past ibhaki ¢ K2 @& Oy 6S OFftf
in the company of friends, while gossipingbhaava (mood of immense devotion). But 3dzu U SNJ ¥t 2ga Ayu2
all the way, placing greater importance onwhen we go in the company of a mahan, hespeéech would earn us grave sins!
comfortable boarding and lodging, or explains the special features of the kshetraOne should deem all residents of tl
GAraAGAY3 G§KS GSYLX Snd ¢noyd # allvithybravai This makgsSuRshetras as verilysadhus While going tc
whims and fancies, can be deemed only afeel a deep involvement in them. Worldly and returning from a kshetra, one shol
an excursion and not as pilgrimage. matters do not arise in our minds when weperform incessant Nama kirtan or Nar
When one decides to undertake a90 inthe company of the Sadguru or in gapa or think of Bhagavan or ddhyana If
pilgrimage, the sthala puranahould be Satsang. The pilgrimage then is greatlthese are not possible one can remain
learned from ebhagavata(true devotee) or €njoyable as there is incessanlama silence.
the Sadguru. Undertaking pilgrimage alongS@nkirtan and pravachanas (spiritual Poorna Phalgfull benefit) is obtained onl;
with the Sadguru is the best way. To go irfliscourses). Every pilgrimage should bef the pilgrimage is undertaken in th
the company of good, devoted, religious Undertaken only in this manner. manner. "
minded people isnadhyama(i.e. not ideal, If even a visit to a kshetra is possible only

tranquil and unaffected by any- would preach against the Vedas becaus

Lord BUddha in HindUism thing. This incident affected the Age of Kali, the Vedas will be int

Siddhartha to a great extent. He preted superficially and will be misused
I_:)rd Buddha is known the world over asfealized that nobody could escape aginggevil people for their selfish needs.

he founder of Buddhism. In Hinduism, iIIne_ss or death. He wenF into deep contem-|; might be quite perplexing as to why B
Lord Buddha is considered as a reveasd- plation and started his quest towards gayan himself would want to speak agai
tara of the Lord, and is ofte g : enlightenment  after  re- o yiedas, which are verily His own word:

counted among the ten pop nouncing his family, title and

lar avataras of Lord Vishnu. wealth. He attained enlight- Heré we should understand that Bhagav
enment under a tree in 'S @ complete embodiment of immen:

Sor 8s minee siccia Gaya, India, and henceforth cpmpassion. He qnly wants to bring evi
roy Y, y came to be called Buddha, smgl_e person to Himself, even at the cos
joyed all the pleasures of . refuting His own words! The fact that t
A ; > the Enlightened One. o

materialistic  life. He wa NN . . wants everyone to reach Him is indeed f
trained in various forms of ar| \ ; The prime difference Dbe- (o550 why he takes so many avataras
given a good education a tween Hinduism and Bud- 5165 sends so many different Mahans,
brought up in abundance RKAAY tASA AY gdpff 20 rhahyH diferdhE2 fathy B Yim,
gSIHtUK® ¢KS [ acegpiaaqe of the Vedas as,ccordance with the situation and circu
was that his son would grof¥ the prime scriptural author-  gtances of a particular age.

inqdolE ™ N | ity.

:E Sgdsailéisc;\é?r the kingdo y ) i Therefore, at a time when people had t
: _ However, in this context, come very ritualistic, Buddha came to sh
But fate decided otherwise. Siddhartha hadSrimad Bhagavata Mahapurana clearly says; yay to Liberation, to such people who h
never been exposed to the miseries of lifetata: kalau sampravruttE sammOhAyalost faith in rituals and rites, and those wl
O_nce, when he_ ventured out to get asuradvishAm | were unable to interpret the Vedas cc
glimpse of the kingdom, he came face to, nAmnAjanasuta: klkatEshu bhaviectly according to the Age. This too is o

face with the suffering of the world. He SaW. ot I the compassion of the Lord.
an old man weakened and frail with age, a y ddha Purni the birthd f Lord B
man suffering from disease, a corpse of alhis ancient verse says that the Lord wilPuddha Purnima, the birthday of Lord Bt

’ dha, will be celebrated this month.

Anusha Ramesh, San Jose,

Born as Prince Siddhartha i

dead man being carried by his lamentingincamate as Buddha at the dawn of Kal
kinsmen, and finally, an ascetic who lookedYuga in a place called Gaya; that He himself
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off to the wild forest with determination
Sunithi, who had strong faith in the Lol
knew that the Lord would prc

Lord for that reason.

A Mother: The First Guru!

Little Dhruva was deeply hurt. He

We all know the story of little Dhruva, went crying to his mothe
who did intense tapas and saw the synithi and told her the wholl4

Lord, and eventually became the Dhruvastory. The helpless mothg
star alongside theSaptarishi mandalaBut
how did he get to see the Lord in such anot to worry. And this is wher

consoled him and asked hil

& \ tect her son from all dangers.
‘( & When Dhruva went in searc
%'\ | of the Lord, Sage Narada cai

there as a Guru and showe

young age? Who inspired him? Sunithi reacted differently frof %

Dhruva was the son of King Uttanapada an@ormal mothers; a reactiog-%
his first wife, Sunithi. However, both Sunithithat set her apart and gavies i
and Dhruva were neglected by the king ag!ndying glory to her little son. B
he always spent his time with his other|nstead of simply consoling ~.§
queen, Suruchi, and her son Uttama. Dhruvgittle  child and  saying® " _
grew up without the love of a father. GSOSNEBGKAYT o | Riegpsigs; ¢ =

When he was about 5 years old, Dhruvsshe told him that, in such a A mother should always lez
found out from his friends that the king was Situation, only the Lord could really help her child only in the right direction which
his father. Immediately he directly went to him. She told him to seek refuge, not in atowa[ds t[le Lord; just as S‘J”ithi dvid. Suc
the palace and sat on his father's lap. Thevorldly father, but in the Father of the Y2 UKSNJ Aa AYyRSSR |
mean Queen Suruchi however could notwhole world. Thus, by encouraging himtog ¢ x 5 &8 &1 NE a2 i KSND:
stand that and pushed him off the king's lap.se€k the Lord (even if it meant going alongps gay, let us pray for the welfare and h
She said that if he wanted to sit there, heto the forest), she guided her son on the,iness of our selfless mothers who shov
should be born to her and not to anybody right path towards the greatest good.

else, and asked him to do penance to thejstening to her, the little prince bravely set

the Father of the world, an
obtain His immense love ar

so much love on us.

Ki do6s - @angaTrivia

( ;anga Dasami, the day when the holy
anga descended from the heavens to

the earth, will be celebrated this year on

May 31, 2012. Let's see how much you kno
about this sacred river and the stories asso-

ciated with her.

Yamini Kelappan, Chicago,

B. Bhageerathi

C. Ganga

for Ganga to come down to earth for the

At S 2F KAa
Amshuman

B. Asamanjan

1. In which part of India can
one see the river Ganges?

A. Southwest India
B. Southern India
C. Northern India

C. Bhageeratha

6. Name the god who took
Ganga unto his head when

she descended to the earth.

A. Lord Brahma

hbd 2K2 &aiz2tS (KS Kz
Ashwamedha Yaga?

5. Name the king who did severe penance A. Lord Indra

B. Lord Muruga

Iy OSa 2 NG QordiBtaiihad Y

10.AV\~Ihat is thg name ﬂ]at riyer Gapga go
0SSOl dzaS aKS Ol YS 2d
A. Jahnavi

B. Janani

C. Jaganmohini

11. Which place in India is the confluence
Alakananda and Bhageerathi?

. 7 B. Lord Shiva N
2. During which Avatar of the 7 3 ) C. Lord Indra - Jevrrayag
lord, was Ganga born? ) _ _ B. Badrinath
7. Name the place in India C. Kasi

A. Varaha
B. Krishna

C. Vamana

3. Name the longest river in
India

A. Brahmaputra

where river Ganges origi-
nates.

A. Gangotri

B. Varanasi

C. Haridwar

12. Why do people take a dip in the holy
river Ganges?

A. It bestows wealth

B. It obliterates all sins

C. It bestows knowledge

y® 2KAOK al3sSqQa GFLI& RAR YAy3

B. Ganga {131 N Qa GK2dalyR azya RA&Gm, . .
C. Godavari turb, and as a result were burned to death? . ompiied by
4. What is Ganga called in Badrinath and A. Sage Durvasa AP SO, Szn 20se,

nswers:

Kedarnath?
A. Alakananda

B. Sage Kapila
C. Sage Akrura

gz7 'vIT 'VOT 'v6 ‘98 'vZ ‘99 '0G 'vy ‘ag ‘0z ‘O-T
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"~ Milwaukee Satsangs

Chicago- 3 Day Bhagavath Kathamrutham

Chicago- GK Art Contest

Atlanta Satsangs

Sri Hari:

‘ 'I\é\*/s and Events
Michigan - GK 1st Anniversar

Clean-up day in Houston

Seattle Sampradaya Camp

UPCOMING EVENTS

May 20- Sant TukkaramAn evening of]
abhangs at Vedic cultural center, Sal
mamish, WA

Jun 13- Gopa Kuteeram Youth Summ
campstart at Houston Namadwaar

Jun 2324 - Gopa Kuteeram Lil Gopas
Summer Camp @ Houston Namadwa

Jun 27- 29 - Gopa Kuteeram Summer
camp at Naperville Public Library, Nap
ville, IL. For detail contact chicagogopal
teeram @gmail.com

Manor, NY; Dallas, TX; Houston, T
Slereii= AElale ka0l | Milwaukee, WI; Orlando, FL; Rich

( Published by:
G @ D Global Organization for Divinity

sonltrgmmtenortinty. 3363 Be| Mira Way
San Jose, CA 95135
Phone: ¥830Y4GOBUSA
Feedback emaihewsletter@godivinity.org
Visit our websites:
\vvww.namadwaar.orqand www.godivinity.org

Newsletter team:
Contentv Aravind TRA, Latha Kumanan, Lekshnhi
Nair, Narayanan Sathiamoorthy, Nair MPR, Nish
Giri, Nithya Rajesh, Ramya Srinivasan, Shali
lappan, Sriram Ramanujam, Sowmya Balasupr
manian, Sujatha Sankar, Yamini ZivanPrakash.

K€Srimad Bhagavatam study circlg

Weekly satsangs are held regu}\'
in the following regions:

Atlanta, GA; Bay Area, CA; Ne
England area; Chicago, IL; Cortlan

mond, VA; San Antonio, TX; Seattl
WA; Saskatchewan, Canada

A Telecon satsang is held every |
evening and TeldBhagavatam dis
course is telecast every Tue ev
ning, both at 8:30 PM CST. Anyor
is welcome to attend. Ph: 60875
4000, Passcode: 131581

@D2 LI Ydzi SSNI Y 61

R~ . . .
are conducted in various citieg

lllustrations v Sripriya Sarathy.
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