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M anishasura was a mighty asura who could
change his form at will to that of a buffalo
(mahisha in Sanskrit means buffa-
lo). He terrorized and defeated
the devas, and usurped
the throne of Indra,
the Lord of the devas.
The devas led by Brah-
ma approached Vishnu
and Shiva and appraised
them of the situation.
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Captivated by the awe -inspiring Durga, the
Trimurtis and the devas bestowed on her
their own characteristic weapons.

When Mahishasura saw Goddess Durga, he
fell in love with her and sought
)) to marry her. Durga promised to
‘ marry him if he defeated her in
=\ battle. A terrible combat ensued
-' and continued for nine days. Final-
ly, Durga assumed the terrifying
form of Chandika (Kali) and pinned
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