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N ot everyone enters, but for 
those who are in it, it's a 

whole different ball game. It is free, yet 
we can't easily get it. It may be available 
right in our town, our neighborhood, our 
street, even our own home… yet it is 
near impossible to find. Some talk about 
wanting it, yet they can't seem to pull 
the trigger and get into one. It is one 
that truly feeds the body, the mind and 
the soul, but somehow always remains 
elusive. 

- Satsang, where true 
happiness resides, is 
the rarest of the rare; 
but remains hidden 
openly in plain 
daylight.  

  

kshanArdhenapi tulaye 
na swargam 
nApunarbhavam| 

bhagavat sangi 
sangasya martyAnam 
kimutAshisha:|| 

  

Even half a second 
of satsang (association with true 
devotees of Lord Hari), is incomparable 
to the pleasures of heaven and even 
immortality, declares Sri Rudra in Srimad 
Bhagavatam.  

 Kulasekara Azhwar, one of the 12 great 
Azhwars (devotees of Narayana) says 
that the entire world thinks he's insane 
(because of his bhakti), but he on the 
other hand feels the whole world is 
insane. He says that being in the 
minority cannot automatically make him 
wrong; and that even if the entire world 
is against him, he is still the only sane 
one, and that the rest of the world is still 
mired up in the nastiness of the world. 

 People in true satsang are different. By 
the Lord’s grace, they are in the world, 
but they are not either. His Holiness Sri 
Muralidhara Swamiji says they are like 
lotuses on water - 'in the water, but not 
wet'. Their purpose is different, their 

approach is different, their priorities are 
different, as everything about them is 
oriented around pleasing their Lord. 

 The rest of the world, even if it is their 
own parents, kids, spouses, best friends 
or neighbors – if they have not tasted 
the nectarine reality of association with 
genuine devotees – cannot see eye to 
eye with them, as the two factions see 
through two different lenses. To 
devotees, satsang is the highest priority. 

Everything else is secondary. To the 
world, 'me and mine' is the highest 
priority.  How can the two mingle? 

 The world cannot understand why 
satsangis want to be in satsang every 
day, every minute. They say, "How can 
you just sit in the same place and just be 
looking at the altar or the Guru all the 
time? Why do you have to chant 
continuously? How many times can you 
listen to the same stories?" They cannot 
get it. But it's no fault of the world, for, 
like Sri Andal says "yArukkum innoi 
ariyalAgAdu" - The world cannot 
understand this feeling, for they have 
never experienced it.  

 But no one is to blame. As the Lord 
Himself says 'mama mAya duratyayA' - 
my mAya is very hard to overcome. 

 So how do true devotees alone 
overcome Maya - the deluding power of 
the Lord? In the 11th canto in Srimad 
Bhagavatam, one of the nine yogis, Sri 
Prabuddha explains: 

 tasmAd gurum prapadyeta jignyAsu: 
shreya uTTamam 

shAbde parecha nishnAtam 
brahmaNyupasamAshrayam 

tatra bhAgavatAn dharmAn sikshet 
gururAtma daivata:  

amAyayAnuvrityA 
yaistushyedAtmaAtmano harih:  

 

 Only though the grace of a Guru can 
one overcome the Lord's Maya, and be 
focused on the path to attaining the 
Lord. And such a true Guru would walk 
their devotees through the path of 
Bhagavata Dharma.  

 Only when a Guru's grace falls on us, 
can we understand the greatness of 
Satsang. Our life changes and it is no 
imagination. It is palpable. Our desires 
change, our affiliations change, our 
purpose changes and this without a 
single conversation or expressed intent 
from the Master or the devotee. The 
change is like magic as even the disciple 
does not know how it all happened. 

 The world may criticize - perhaps 
because they don’t get it, perhaps 
because they can't handle it, perhaps 
even because they are jealous, or 
because it is non-conforming to the 
world or their mistaken ideologies. The 
truth, however, is that the Guru's Grace 
has not fallen on them yet. 

 With Guru's Grace, the highest hurdle in 
existence, Maya, can be crossed - easily. 
Without it, even comprehending the 
hurdle’s existence is not possible, let 
alone desiring or achieving happiness.  

Sriram Ramanujam, Houston TX 
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Sri Hari:  

 

Cherished Memoirs 27 

This series chronicles interesting 
experiences recounted by the devotees of 
HH Maharanyam Sri Sri Muralidhara 
Swamiji. These articles are  translations 
from the series, "Madhuramaana 
Mahaneeyar" that is published every 
month in Madhuramurali Tamil monthly 
magazine. 

Master’s Guidance 

“G udiyatham” is a 
town near Vellore 

in Tamilnadu and originally 
called 
“kudiyettram” (settling 
down). By the grace of Sri 
Swamiji, Mahamantra 
Satsangs are being 
conducted regularly in 
various places across Tamil Nadu. In 
Gudiyatham too, Sri Manickam has been 
instrumental in spreading the 
Mahamantra kirtan to every house, street 
and neighborhood. He would take a pair of 
cymbals and visit various neighborhoods 
and begin chanting the Mahamantra. 
During the Tamil month of Margazhi (mid 
December to mid January), he would start 
at the crack of dawn and perform Nagara 
sankitan (singing the Mahamantra while 
walking in the streets). He also performs 
Akhanda Nama satsangs (continuous 12 
hour chanting of Mahamantra) often and 
feeds the needy. Sri Thirumal, a school 
teacher by profession, also works tirelessly 
with Sri Manickam to spread Mahamatra 
Kirtan. If Sri Thirumal attended a discourse 
series in a new neighborhood, he would 

start a Mahamantra chanting session 
there.  
Since 2007, Sri Swamiji started conducting 
mass prayer sessions and innumerable 
devotees who have participated in these 
sessions have been immensely benefited. 
So many came forward to host such prayer 
sessions. In Gudiyatham too, one was 
organized on February 26, 2012. After 

having attended a temple 
consecration, Sri Swamiji came 
to the venue of the mass 
prayer which had a huge 
gathering. Sri Achyuthan from 
Vellore was present too. Sri 
Achyuthan never failed to 
attend satsangs when Sri 
Swamiji visited the town, but 

that day, he arrived a little late and Sri 
Swamiji had already begun his discourse. 
Sri Achyuthan had planned a trip to Shirdi. 
He wanted to convey this to Sri Swamiji 
and seek His approval. But, Sri Swamiji had 
already started the discourse. 
As Sri Achyuthan was listening to Sri 
Swamiji’s discourse, his mind was in a 
turmoil. When he looked at the number of 
people who had gathered, it seemed it 
would be impossible to approach Sri 
Swamiji. On the other hand, he knew that 
Sri Swamiji knew his heart and his prayers.  
‘Had I come a little earlier, I could have 
avoided this confusion’, he thought.  At 
that moment, a thought occurred to him, 
“If Sri Swamiji wants to give me his 
consent for the trip, then he would talk 
about Shirdi in today’s lecture.” Within 

moments, Sri Swamiji mentioned a point 
about Shirdi in the lecture and in spite of 
the large gathering, looked directly at Sri 
Achyuthan. Sri Achyuthan was stunned at 
Sri Swamiji’s divine gaze. His joy and 
astonishment knew no bounds. 
Many devotees have had such divine 
experiences in different instances during  
Sri Swamiji’s discourses.  One may get a 
solution to his issues at work place from 
Sri Swamiji’s lecture, another may get a 
cure for their mind-related issues while for 
others, it may yield a solution to their 
health problems. A few, who are 
practicing Japa and dhyana regularly, may 
have some doubt regarding their practice 
and the discourse would automatically 
clear their misgivings and show a way for 
their progress. What is astonishing is that, 
sometimes the answers would be 
provided even without the person actually 
posing a question to Sri Swamiji. 
Once, in March 2012, when Sri Swamiji 
gave a discourse on the life history of 
various devotees at Chennai, on one of the 
days, He spoke at length on Sri Bodhendral 
expounding on His life.  As Sri Swamiji 
continued His discourse on that day, A 
long term devotee of Sri Swamiji 
witnessed a divine glow on the stage for a 
few moments.  Many have had such 
similar divine experiences at various 
instances. 

Original Tamil article by 
Dr.Bhagyanathan,  

Madhuramurali May 2012. Translated by 
Viji Ramakrishnan, Dallas, TX 

1. Aadi Pooram marks the birth-date of this 
Azhwar 
A. Andal 
B. Thirumangai Azhwar 
C. Thiruppan Azhwar 
 
2. Name the father of Andal 
A. Periazhwar 
B. Poigai Azhwar 
C. Boothath Azhwar  
 
3.What is the other name for Andal? 
A. Meera 
B. Kodhai 
C. Uma 
 
4. Under which plant was Andal first seen 
by her father? 

A. Neem  
B. Tulsi 
C. Hibiscus 
 
5. Apart from Thiruppavai, what is the 
other set of Pasurams that was composed 
by Andal? 
A. Thirupallandu 
B. Kanninun Siruthambu 
C. Nachiar Thirumozhi 
 
6. On which day of the Aadi month is Aadi 
Perukku celebrated?  
A. Sixteen 
B. Seventeen 
C. Eighteen 
 
7. Which river in Tamil Nadu is generally 
worshiped on the day of Aadi Perukku? 
A. Ganga 

B. Cauvery 
C. Yamuna 
 
8. Andal is considered to be an 
embodiment of  ________________ 
A. Sridevi 
B. Bhoodevi 
C. Niladevi 
 
9. Aadi Pooram festival is generally 
celebrated with a divine wedding. Name 
the Divine Couple for whom the divine 
wedding is performed.  
A. Andal and Lord Ranganatha 
B. Lord Shiva and Parvati 
C. Lord Rama and Sita 
 
Compiled by Ramya Srinivasan,San Jose CA 

Answers: 

1 - A, 2 - A, 3 - B, 4 - B, 5 - C, 6 - C, 7 - B, 8 - C, 9 - A 

Quiz - Aadi Pooram & Andal 
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Sri Hari:  

 

In this series, we present, each month, a prayer 
kirtan composed by His Holiness Maharanyam Sri 
Sri Muralidhara Swamiji. The Kirtans in this series 
shall underline the importance of prayers. 

Elimaiyana Vaazhkai 

F or many of us, prayer means standing in 
front of the Lord and chanting few shlokas 

or demanding something from the Lord. But, 
prayer is neither information nor a demand. It is 
a sincere yearning from the heart for the Lord’s 
grace. Innumerable saints have shown us how to 
pray through several of their compositions.  
Sri Muralidhara Swamiji says, when praying it is 
important not to just demand your request. In 
our daily lives, do we just demand a favor from 
our friends or family? No, we do not. Similarly, 
the saints, when praying to the Lord, would place 
their request and then reminisce how the Lord 
protected other devotees who were in similar 
situations. They would also state that He was 
their sole refuge and that if he chose to forsake 
them, they have nobody else to go to. Such 
prayers melt the Lord’s heart. So, if we want to 
learn how to pray we have to learn from such 
saints’ compositions. 
Starting this month, we will be presenting Sri 
Muralidhara Swamiji’s prayer compositions. The 

first composition is “Elimayana Vaazhkai” set in 
Raga Tilang. Sri Swamiji prays for a simple and 
elegant life filled with peace and bhakti to the 
Lord and finishes it beautifully saying “unaiyandri 
matroruvaridam ketka taramo”(How will it look 
good if I ask somebody else other than you?) 
Here are the lyrics and the meaning of the song.  
Raga: Tilang  
eLimayAna vAzhkai veNDum kaNNA 
inimayAna pEcchu vENDum 

 

kanivAna manam vENDum - adil 
tuNivuDan paNivum vENDum 

 

ozhukkamAna pazhakkam vENDum 
sazhakattra manam vENDum 
tUymayAna anbu vENDum 
vAymayilE nilai pettriruka vENDum 

 

kalakamilladha chittam vENDum 
aLavillada Anandam vENDum 
onreyAna deivam vENDum 
adanilum peridAna guru vENDum 

 

aridAna guru upadEsam vENDum 
adanai manadil nirutta vENDum 
adan paDi ozhugudal vENDum 
uNmai poruLai uNardal vENDum 

 

unaiyandri mattrorivaridam kEtka taramO 
idhai taruvadhil unakenna sramamO 

Meaning 
O Kanna! Bestow me with a simple life 
And may I utter sweet words always. 

 

May I be blessed with a mellow heart filled with 
boldness and at the same time, humility. 
 
May I be blessed with  good habits 
May I be bestowed with a blemishless mind. 
May I be blessed with pure love 
With steadfastness in truth. 

 

May I be bestowed with clarity in thought 
And be immersed in infinite bliss 
May I fix myself unto the One Supreme Lord! 
And be bestowed with the Spiritual Guru who is 
considered even greater  

 

May I be blessed with the Guru’s instruction 
which is rare indeed 
And imbibe it deep in my mind; 
And abide by it always; 
May I eventually realize the Supreme Truth 

 

Does it even behoove of me to ask these unto 
anyone else than You? 
Does it pain You (the omnipotent one) to bestow 

these unto me? 

Sowmya Balasubramanian, Fremont  CA 

Madhura Geetam - Prayer Series: 1 

I n the earlier ages, there was an asura king 
called Mahabali.  His kingdom covered 

Heaven, Earth, and the 
Underworld.  Although he was 
an asura, he had a reputation 
for being benevolent and very 
helpful to his subjects, unlike 
his relatives.  Although he was 
a very good king, he still had 
some enemies. The Devas, 
who were the previous owners 
of Heaven, were scared that 
they would never get their 
kingdom back. Since Mahabali 
was much stronger than them 
in battle, the Devas had no 
way out.  Aditi, the mother of 
the Devas, went to Lord Vishnu and prayed 
to Him for restoration of their kingdom. 
Vishnu replied, “I shall grant you your wish. I 
will come down and restore the kingdom to 
your sons.” The Devas patiently waited for 
the Lord to come down. 
After a few hundred Earth years (which 
equals one day in Heaven) passed, the Lord 
decided to come down as a child to Aditi and 
Kashyapa, the Devas’ parents. Aditi named 
the child Vamana. Vamana grew up very 
quickly and became a very learned 

brahman.  He then thought, “It is time I 
fulfilled the Devas’ wish. Let me go to 
Mahabali.” Thinking this, Vamana walked to 
Mahabali’s capital. At the capital, Mahabali 

was holding a big yajna that 
would make him stronger than 
anyone in the three worlds. All 
brahmanas were invited for 
receiving dakshina from 
Mahabali. Even if one 
brahmana did not get the 
dakshina they wanted, the 
yajna would not be complete. 
So, when Vamana arrived, 
Mahabali had given all the 
brahmanas their dakshina. He 
was about to do the last rites 
for the yajna when he saw 
Vamana. He addressed Him, “O 

Great Revered One, you have come at the 
correct time. Please ask me what you want. I 
can give you anything.” Vamana could see 
that Mahabali had ego in him and wanted to 
get rid of that. So, he replied, “If you can give 
me anything, then grant me all the land that 
my next 3 steps will cover.” Before Mahabali 
agreed, his guru, Shukracharya, warned him, 
“Mahabali, do not offer this brahman what 
he wants. I sense he will bring your 
downfall.” 
Mahabali replied, “O revered guru, the 

brahmana may bring my 
downfall, but I cannot 
refuse him.  Please let me grant him his 
wish.” This angered Shukracharya. He cursed 
Mahabali that he will lose everything. 
Instead of listening to his guru’s wise words, 
he disobeyed them and agreed to Vamana’s 
request. When Vamana heard this, he 
started growing and growing until he was 
bigger than the universe. Then, with one 
step, he covered the Earth, and with his 
second step, he covered the heaven. Since 
he had covered Mahabali’s kingdom with 
two steps, he asked him, “O great king, 
where should I keep my third 
step?”  Realizing it was the Lord who had 
come down to destroy his ego, he replied, “O 
great Lord, keep your third step on my 
head.”  Vamana, pleased that Mahabali was 
humbled, said, “I am pleased with you. You 
shall have your own kingdom in the 
underground but luscious Sutala region. I 
also grant you a boon. What do you want?” 
“O Lord, I want to come down to my 
kingdom every year to see how it is 
prospering.”  So, every year on Onam, 
Mahabali comes down to see his 
kingdom  and his subjects. This year it falls 
on August 29. 
 

Purushothaman Ram, 12 yrs, Redding CA 

The Story behind Onam Story Time 
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Apart from weekly satsangs in 
numerous cities across the USA, 
a Telecon satsang is held every 
Fri evening and Tele-Bhagavatam 
discourse is telecast every Tue 
evening, both at 8:30 PM CST.  
Anyone is welcome to attend. 
Ph: 605-475-4000, Passcode: 
131581 

Gopa Kuteeram (kids’ programs) 
& Srimad Bhagavatam study cir-
cles are conducted in various 
cities.  

Email newsletter@godivinity.org  

 

 

GURU POORNIMA CELEBRATIONS! 

DALLAS TX 

NAMADWAAR, HOUSTON TX 

GOPA KUTEERAM CAMP FOR KIDS IN DALLAS, TX 

RICHMOND, VA 

Upcoming Events! 

* Weekly Gopa Kuteeram clas-
ses for kids begin all over the 
US this Sept. 

Houston, Dallas, Chicago, Minne-
apolis, Michigan, Raleigh, Virgin-
ia, Boston, Orlando, Atlanta, Cali-
fornia, Seattle, e.t.c. For details 
visit us at www.godivinity.org 
 

* Dallas - Janmashtami & Na-
ma Navaham (12 hrs of Maha-
mantra chanting) - Sept 5 - 
Sept 13. For details call: 
1.830.446.335 
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