Nama Dwaar

‘N’orldly activity ensnares us. It
curbs us into a particular
routine, a monotony, a forced
mundane prototype. If there is an

activity that can liberate us, and
unshackle us, it is Guru Seva.

Worldly chores are driven by need for
wealth, power,
fame, charm or
commitments to
kin. The
enthusiasm that
comes out of this
drive does not
last long. It comes
out of
unfamiliarity or
out of temporary
allure. In this, we
lose the zeal fast,
and boredom
sets in. The fervor
may weaken and
it brings along
with it anxiety,
doubt, insecurity, greed or stress.

Some other worldly activities, we
choose to do out of comfort and
familiarity. So there is no excitement,
eagerness, happiness, or spirit to it.

Seva surpasses both the above
instances. Seva has an eternal
freshness to it. The deeper we go,
there is more appeal and profundity.
In seva, there is comfort, enthusiasm,
and familiarity. In seva, there is never
tedium, and it always keeps us on our
toes. A worldly chore, when focused
towards seva as its ultimate purpose,
gives the same zeal!

Activity leaves a grouchy mind; Seva
creates a rejoicing mind!

The first step towards perceiving this
difference, is to know that ‘seva’ has
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In The Path Of Love - Activity Vs Seva

been bestowed upon us by the Guru’s
Grace, and not by our entitlement.
The Guru is the Absolute; He needs no
hands to fulfil the purpose of His
Incarnation. In spite of that, it is by His
Boundless Grace that He has given us
a hand in His Divine work. So the first
step is to feel blessed. This is the only
step we
have to
take,
and the
rest will
fall  in
place. If
we
don’t
realize
we are
blessed,
we start
feeling
we are
the
doer.
And
then ‘seva’ becomes like any other
worldly activity. The intention that we
are the ‘doer’, sets in the tension. And
when there is tension, there is
restlessness. Tension and restlessness
are what we experience in our worldly
chores. Devotion dispels the feeling of
doership. And brings in bliss! That’s
what  distinguishes ‘seva’ from
activity.

Once we grasp this difference, all
whines vanish, all grumbling vanishes,
all  insecurities vanish, tension
vanishes, greed vanishes, and jealousy
vanishes. There is just inner calm and
silence that enables us to be a
completely flexible instrument in the
Master’s hands. This inner calm and
silence is the origin of creativity; for
creativity does not come out of one
who is too occupied, anxious,
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ambitious or indolent. Creativity
comes when our whole being is in
resonance with His Divine Purpose.

If we are crawling through it, it is
activity; if we are dancing through it, it
is Seval

Dr. Janani Vasudevan, Chennai India

Sri Poornima Kumarasami

Sri Poornimaji, a
disciple of Sri  Sri
Muralidhara  Swamiji,
is an excellent speaker

EX who is adept at

X
4 / presenting

philosophical, spiritual, devotional and
inspirational subjects in a wonderful and
interesting manner. She will be in the USA
between March and June 2016. She will
conduct spiritual discourses and satsangs,
Vasanta Utsavs, Bhagavata Retreat
programs and more in various cities across
the USA. Please visit www.godivinity.org

for schedule.

Bhagavata Saptaham in Jacksonville, FL
By Sri Poornimaji
Sri Shirdi Baba Temple
14965 Augustine Rd, Ste 129,
Jacksonville, FL 32258
March 31-April 6, 2016
Contact:
Sridhar Raman @ 904-403-3577;

Mangala Gowri Sridhar @ 904-477-8821
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' Cherished Memoirs 34

his series chronicles interesting
experiences recounted by the
devotees of HH Maharanyam Sri
Sri Muralidhara Swamiji. These
articles are translations from the series,
"Madhuramaana Mahaneeyar" that is
published every month in Madhuramurali
Tamil monthly magazine. The

Sri Hari:

Udumalaippettai for satsangs, Sri Swamiji
decided to conduct the mass prayer in
Madurai. There was not much time left.
Further, the city of Chennai was hit by
never-before-seen downpour and floods,
twice. Therefore, it was doubtful if we
would be able to conduct the mass prayer
in Madurai. Later, when

original article was written by
Dr. Bhagyanathanji, Personal
Secretary of Sri Swamiji.

New Year blessed

with Mass Prayer
January 1, the beginning of
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the whole of Tamil Nadu
was affected by floods, it
X was decided to definitely
' conduct the mass prayer
this year. Preparations
where done hurriedly.

No posters or any kind of

<

New Year as per English
calendar, is the day when Sri
Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, like the

celestial cow Kamadhenu, rained boons
sought by his devotees. On such an
auspicious day we also conduct a Mass
Prayer and chant the Mahamantra kirtan.

January 1, 2016. Until the last moment the
town and venue of the annual mass prayer
had not been decided. At first we thought
of conducting it at Salem. After His visits to
Virudhunagar, Sivakasi, Periyakulam and

HH Sri Sri Muralidhara Swamiji

propaganda was done in
this connection. No one
from outside was specially invited for the
occasion. Yet 10,000 devotees assembled
in SDH School complex on the evening of
January 1, 2016! Sri Swamiji gave His
benedictory address for about 10 minutes.
Sri Swamiji began with the glorious history
of Madurai, the temples around Madurai,
great souls (mahans) who had taken birth
in Madurai and then spoke of the efficacy
and power of the Lord’s Divine Name and
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the Mass prayer. Only the voice of Sri
Swamiji was heard and the 10000
devotees assembled there listened with
rapt attention. All of them heard Sri
Swamiji with great enthusiasm and elation.
Finally, Sri Swamiji asked everyone to close
their eyes for a while and pray.
The whole of Madurai seemed to be in
dhyana when all the devotees closed their
eyes and offered silent prayer! Then it was
sheer joy to see and listen to all the 10000
devotees chant the Lord’s Divine Name
with arms lifted and clapping, along with
Sri Swamiji. All the devotees left for home
peacefully with deep faith, a great divine
feeling and Mahamantra kirtan. This mass
prayer was relayed live through webcast.
Devotees all around the world participated
in the mass prayer from their homes and
benefited.
This year, by the Lord’s grace, the mass
prayer was successfully conducted in the
historical town of Madurai.
Madhuramurali Feb 2016 issue
Translated by Nisha Giri Houston TX

Kid's Contribution

Birth of Krishna

Every
incarnation taken by Bhagawan is to
establish dharma —dharma
samsthapanarthaya  sambhavami  yuge

yuge. Rama and Krishna are called ‘poorna
avatharams’ where Vishnu takes form
directly and all the powers of God are fully
manifested. Ekantha Krishna Bhakthas
(Devotees with one-pointed devotion) see
the purpose Krishna avatharam solely as a
way to enjoy his lilas, sing his divine name
and glories, and be absorbed in his divine
birth. It is this divine birth that we will be
exploring today.

In the kingdom of Mathura, a grand
wedding was taking place between
Vasudeva and Devaki. Devaki’s brother,
Kamsa, took the newlyweds outside for a
procession, and during which Kamsa heard
a divine prophecy. The prophecy told Kamsa
that the eighth child of Devaki and
Vasudeva would kil him. Kamsa
immediately tried to unsheathe his sword
and kill Devaki, but Vasudeva vowed to him
that he will give Kamsa all of his children if
he spared Devaki’s life. Kamsa imprisoned
the two of them and went on to kill their
first six children. The seventh child who was
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Adi Sesha, was conceived but Bhagawan
moved the child to Rohini’s womb with the
help of Yoga Maya, and that child was
eventually born and named Balarama.

Once Devaki became pregnant with their
eighth child, Vasudeva could see a
noticeable change in her. She looked like
she was glowing from within and was
absolutely radiant. Lord Krishna was born at
midnight on ashtami in the prison. Knowing
that his parents won’t be able to provide
him with toys because of their
imprisonment, the Lord brought his own
toys. He came adorned with beautiful
ornaments and didn’t cry like a normal baby
because he wanted to protect his parents
from Kamsa. Krishna instructed Vasudeva to
take him to Gokulam. There, he was to
exchange Krishna with the baby girl born to
Nandha Baba and Yashoda bring the little
girl back to Mathura. As soon as Vasudeva
lifted the baby Krishna into his arms, the
chains around his legs immediately fell
away and the prison doors opened. As
Vasudeva left the prison cell, he saw that all
the guards had fallen into a deep slumber.
When Vasudeva walked outside, there was
a torrential downpour. During his journey to

Gokulam, Vasudeva had to cross river
Yamuna. He held baby Krishna over his head
and entered the waters. Yamuna Devi gave
way for them and Adi Sesha offered
protection and shelter for baby Krishna.
Finally Vasudeva reached Gokulam and
miraculously found the door to Nandha
Baba’s house open. He quickly exchanged
the babies, left Gokulam, and reached
Mathura early in the morning. As soon as
Vasudeva entered the prison, the chains
reappeared, and the baby girl let out an
earsplitting shriek. The guards immediate
woke up and Kamsa was informed of the
eighth child’s birth. Kamsa attempted to Kkill
the baby by throwing her in the air but she
kept rising into the air and transformed into
the goddess Yogamaya. She told him “Fool!
What is the point of killing me and other
innocent children? Your foe has been born
and is somewhere else now!”
Meanwhile, early that same morning, the
residents of Gokulam all rejoiced over
Krishna’s birth and admired his beauty. He
went on to do many lilas over the years and
eventually killed Kamsa.

Sibi Ravi, age 13

Nashua NH
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g n this series, we present, each month,
a prayer kirtan composed by His
Holiness Maharanyam Sri Sri Muralidhara
Swamiji. These kirtans underline the
importance of prayers and show us how to
pray.

Oh Govinda! Come down
to show me the right path!

The Lord has promised that once a devotee
surrenders to him, He takes complete
responsibility for that devotee.

Purandara Dasa, the ‘grandsire of Carnatic
music’, was an ardent devotee of Lord Hari.
He has composed innumerable songs on the
Lord, many of which are sung even today.
But, Purandara Dasa was not always like
that. Until the age of 30, Purandara Dasa,
originally  Srinivasa Nayaka was an
extremely miserly businessman, focused
only in growing his family business. Due to
a miraculous incident, his life underwent a
complete change. Once, the Lord, in the
guise of a poor Brahmin approached
Srinivasa Nayaka’s wife seeking monetary
help to conduct a family function. His wife
gave him her nose ring, which the Brahmin
took to Srinivasa Nayaka’s shop to sell .
Recognizing his wife’s nose ring, Srinivasa
Nayaka became extremely angry that his
wife had donated such an expensive ring.
So, he went home to inquire about the ring.
His wife prayed to Tulasi devi and

Quiz - Divya Desam Series 4

1. Name the Azhwar who sang praises on
Naimisharanya Divyakshetram

A. Nammazhwar

B. Thirumangai Azhwar

C. Thondaradipodi Azhwar

2. In which state s
Divyadesam located?

A. West Bengal

B. Bihar

C. Uttar Pradesh

Naimisharanya

3. What does the term ‘Aranyam’ refer to?
A. Lake

B. Forest

C. Mountain

4. In which river bank is Naimisharanya
located?

Sri Hari:

miraculously an identical ring appeared
under the Tulsi plant. She showed the ring
to Srinivasa Nayaka. Astounded, he went
back to his shop only to find the Brahmin
missing. At that moment, he had a divine
vision, in which the Lord showed him that it
was He who had come down as the poor
Brahmin to wake him from his reverie
(Lord’s Maya) and to show him the purpose
of his birth. Instantly Srinivasa Nayaka
renounced everything and spent the rest of
his life singing the glories of the Lord.
Thondaradippodi Azhwar, who was born as
Vipranarayanan too had a similar incident in
his life. The azhwar fell into bad ways and
was later rescued and showed the right
path by the Lord Himself.

Sundara Murthi Nayanaar, one of the 63
Nayanmars too was shown the spiritual
path by Lord Shiva Himself.

The lives of these devotees show us the
extent to which the Lord can go to fulfill his
responsibility towards his devotee. Just like
how a mother guides her child when it does
something wrong, the Lord who is our
mother and father comes down on Earth to
show us the right path.

In the song, “pArtilayo govinda’, Sri Swamiji
implores the Lord to take pity on His plight
and come down to guide him and take him
in the right path, just like he had done for
various devotees. The song is set in
mesmerizing ‘Darbari Kanada’ raaga.

Madhura Geetam - Prayer Series: 8 }-&'A&

Partilayo Govinda

Raga: Darbari Kanada
Tala: Adi

pArtilayO govindA nl ennai
en kurai kettilayO

pArtum kEttumA nl ennai taDutATkoLLAmal
en pOkkil vidivadu saridAnO kaNNA

varAhamAi vandu anDru bhUmaiyai thUkki
ninDrai

vAmananAi vandu valLarndu bhUmayai
alandai

rAmanAi vandanDru bhUmiyai AnDAi
kaNNanAi vandanDru bhUbAram kuraitAi
Meaning

O Govinda! Do you not see my plight?

Do you not hear my lamentations?

Even after seeing and hearing my plight, are
you still refraining from taking me under
your refuge?

O Kanna? Is it right to let me do as | wish?

You came down as Varaha that day and
lifted the Earth
You came down as Vamana, grew taller and
measured the entire Earth (with a single
step)
You came down as Rama and ruled the
Earth
And, then you came down as Krishna to
relieve Earth’s suffering.

Sowmya Balasubramanian, Fremont CA

A. Gomati
B. Yamuna
C. Godavari

5. Who narrated the story of Ramayana
during the Ashwamedha Yagna in
Naimisharanya?

A. Hanuman

B. Lavaand Khush

C. Vibheeshana

6. What is the significance of Naimisharanya

Divyadesam?

A. All Ithihasas & Puranas were narrated
here

B. All incarnations of the Lord happened
here

C. All the Azhwars have sung praises
about this divyadesam

7. How does the Lord appear in

Naimisharanya?

A. Inthe deity form

B. Inthe form of forest
C. Inthe form of a boar

8. In which part of Nalayira Divya
Prabandham are the praises of
Naimisharanya Divyadesam found?
A. Thirumozhi

B. Periya Tirumozhi

C. Thirumaalai

Compiled by
Ramya Srinivasan, San Jose CA

Answers:

g-8'd-L'V-9'd-S'v-v'a-€D0-2'a-1
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Sri Hari:
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Upcoming Events of Sri Poornimaji
*  Namadwaar 6th Anniversary Celebrations . March 25th - 27th.
Call 281-402-6585 for details.

*  Bhagavata Saptaham at Jacksonville at Sri Shirdi Baba Temple
14965 Augustine Rd, Ste 129, Jacksonville, FL 32258. March 31-
Apr 6. Contact: Sridhar: 904-403-3577
l ‘ *  Apr 7-15: ‘Rama Bhakti Samrajya’ - discourses on Rama Bhaktas
at Hanuman Temple, Alpharetta, GA 7:00 pm everyday.

SPECIAL SATSANG IN ORLANDO FL *  Apr 16-17: Satsangs in Birmingham, AL: Contact Kishore: 404-
.'F., ‘; g 788-7391
: =SS+ Apr 22-24: Satsangs in Dallas. Contact Maya: 469 964 9302

Apr 25-May3: Ramayana Navaham in Bay Area, California—
Contact Ramya: 408-431-5688.

(part from weekly satsangs}

numerous cities across the USA,
a Telecon satsang is held every
Fri evening and Tele-Bhagavatam
discourse is telecast every Tue
evening, both at 8:30 PM CST.
Anyone is welcome to attend.

/ ) \ Ph: 605-475-4000, Passcode:
Published by: Newsletter team: 131581
G %@% D Global Organization for Divinity Content—Aravind TRA, Latha Kumanan, Lekshmi
7w L’ 3363 Bel Mira Way Nair, Narayanan Sathiamoorthy, Nisha Giri, Gopa Kuteeram (kids’ programs)

San Jose, CA 95135 Ramya Srinivasan, Sankar Ganesan, Sriram & Srimad Bhagavatam study cir-

Phone: 1-(830)-4GOD-USA Ramanujam, Sowmya Balasubramanian,  Viji cles are conducted in various
Feedback email: newsletter@godivinity.org Ramakrishnan, Yamini Zivan Prakash. cities.
Visit our websites: lllustrations—Sripriya Sarathy.

vaw.namadwaar.orq and www.godivinity.org / Qail newsletter@godivinitv.ﬁ/
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