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P 
urity. This beautiful word is 
generally linked either to physical 
or moral standing. But there is 

one other kind of purity that does not 
come by easily. 

There is an episode narrated in ‘Ramana 
Periya Puranam’ – 
(Inner journey of 75 
old devotees) by Sri. 
V.Ganesan, where 
Bhagavan Ramana 
Maharishi speaks of 
a different kind of 
purity. 

‘Ratnammal was a 
young dancer who 
was looked down 
upon by society. One 
day, Ratnammal saw 
s o m e  u r c h i n s 
throwing stones into 
Pathalalinga (the underground cave near 
the Arunachaleshwara temple in 
Tiruvannamalai where Sri Ramana 
Maharshi sat for months in samadhi as a 
young boy). She went inside and saw a 
dim figure sitting with a faint halo 
surrounding it. Concerned about how 
this young ascetic could sustain himself, 
she brought food and fresh clothes and 
left them at the entrance. Her offerings 
remained untouched as Bhagavan Sri 
Ramana was lost in samadhi. 

Later, Seshadri Swami discovered 
Bhagavan, brought him out and 
instructed the temple priest to give milk 
to Bhagavan. This priest brought milk, 
not from Father Arunachaleshwara’s 
s h r i n e ,  b u t  f r o m  M o t h e r 
Apeethakuchambal’s shrine next to His. 
This milk - that had been poured on 
Mother’s shrine along with turmeric, 
soap nut powder and ghee - was the first 
prasad the Mother gave him. As 
Bhagavan was still in samadhi and not 
outwardly conscious, the priest opened 
his mouth and poured in ‘Mother’s milk’ 
- the first food that sustains. 

After Bhagavan resumed body 
consciousness, he later stayed under an 
‘illupai’ tree in the temple premises 
where he remained in samadhi, only 
rarely coming to outward consciousness. 

Once, when Ratnammal was on her way 
to a dance 
pe r f or mance, 
she noticed 
B h a g a v a n 
seated there. 
Turning to her 
mother she said, 
“I will not eat 
until we have 
served this 
ascetic some 
food.” They 
tried to wake 
Bhagavan up 
but in vain. So 

they opened his mouth and put the food 
in. They did this many a time. Sometimes 
he would swallow it. At other times the 
food would remain in his mouth and 
they would clean it up the next day. 
Bhagavan later on said, “This is the 
Universal Mother represented by 
Ratnammal.” 

He also once told Suri Nagamma, 
“Ratnammal was pure.” Bhagavan has 
never used such a description for anyone 
but Ratnammal. He explained that this 
was not a moral or physical purity he 
referred to, but to the fact that even in 
those days she had the capacity to 
RECOGNIZE the divine before her.’ 

To recognize the divine! How pure must 
one be in all senses to be able to 
perceive divinity somewhere or in 
someone? 

“Positive vibrations” is a buzzword these 
days, and many profess to feeling it in 
quiet, peaceful places. But that clichéd 
phrase is not what we are talking about 
here. 

‘Avatara purushas’ (incarnations of the 
divine) walk among us; sent to this world 
by the Lord Himself, to shower His grace 

on us. But how often do we recognize 
that divinity? In fact, most of us are the 
opposite. Let alone being unable to 
recognize divinity in an unknown person, 
we even cast a shadow of doubt on the 
words and actions of saints who we 
know are divine! 

Yet there are some simple people in this 
world who have the innate capability to 
recognize divinity. It is they who are 
truly pure. 

Once, many years ago, our Guru Maharaj 
HH Sri Muralidhara Swamiji – who was 
then largely unknown to the world - 
visited a handicraft store. An old 
salesman who worked there offered to 
take him to the upper floor in an 
elevator. But as soon as the elevator 
doors closed, the man locked it and fell 
at Sri Swamiji’s feet, praying that he 
should bless him with his grace. Now 
how the man, who was not acquainted 
with Sri Swamiji, knew that Sri Swamiji 
was someone capable of blessing him, is 
anyone’s guess. But he obviously 
possessed the same purity of perceiving 
the divine that Sri Ramana Maharshi 
spoke about. 

The ability to recognize true divinity is 
not an attribute of the eyes. That is why 
thousands fall prey to pomp and show, 
mistaking it for divinity; and millions 
more even refuse to believe there is 
something called divinity. 

The purity that enables perception of 
divinity is an attribute of the heart, the 
soul. And it is the treasured wealth of 
very few in this world. 

Nirmala Giri, Chennai India 

Nisha Giri, Houston TX 
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Sri Hari:  

Cherished Memoirs 40—Gopala to the Rescue! 

T 
here are innumerable people who 
have benefited by performing 
Mahamantra kirtan; the number 

of those continuing to reap the benefits 
are also countless. Is there anyone 
amongst us who has not reaped the fruit 
of Mahamantra kirtan? A jackfruit is 
rough outside, but inside it is 
sweet. Similarly, if one who 
is facing problems in life 
chants Nama, the troubles 
vanish and he attains peace 
and happiness. With Guru’s 
grace, we see this happen 
directly. 
In Sivakasi, a lady lived a 
very difficult life. She had 
two daughters and a son. 
Her husband worked in an ordinary job in 
a private company. Their family situation 
was such that they could not eat even one 
good meal a day. 
She could not speak openly about her 
troubles; the mind was reluctant to 
become obliged to relatives. If we saw her 
children, our eyes would fill with tears. 
Even if she opened her heart and spoke 
about the situation with her family, the 
burden of the heart would remain. 
Whatever work she did, the question – 
why am I in this situation? – would 
continue to nag. This was her state. Yet 
that lady continued to chant Nama. 
Can a goat that has been sighted by a 

tiger ever escape? It will definitely die. 
Similarly, the difficulties of those who do 
as their Guru says, will reduce, be 
destroyed and disappear step by step. 
As she could not forget her troubles even 
while she was cooking or involved with 
other chores or outside work, her mind 

constantly thought of 
her Guru, Nama and 
prayer. The sorrow 
seemed to have 
brought this union 
about. One can pray for 
deliverance from 
trouble. But one cannot 
decide how that 
deliverance should 
happen. That depends 

on the grace of God. 
One day, the situation was such that there 
were absolutely no groceries in the house. 
Rice was being cooked. But she had only 
five rupees in her hands. What could that 
buy these days? Could she buy any 
ingredients to make sambar with that? At 
that time, she heard an old woman on the 
road who seemed to be selling curd. She 
thought - this sounds like a cowherdess. 
She bought curd for five rupees from her. 
That was more than enough for her and 
her children. Perhaps divine grace first 
wishes to soothe physical problems 
before calming the mind. 
From the next day, it became a routine for 

them to buy curd from that curd-seller 
lady and eat it. This continued and that 
curd-seller lady became her friend. Even if 
she gave a lot of curd, the old woman 
would not take more than five rupees. 
Over time, she began to sell her entire 
stock of curd to her for just twenty 
rupees. 
The devotee lady began to make 
buttermilk from the extra curd and 
started to sell it herself. Buttermilk that 
brings goodness to everybody! From that, 
income slowly started to come in. From 
the buttermilk sales, she bought butter, 
melted it and started selling ghee. This 
improved the state of her family. But all 
through this, the devotee did not stop 
chanting Mahamantra and praying to the 
Guru. 
Her children stopped crying out of 
hunger. With Gopala’s grace, there was 
always butter in the house. As the 
devotee chanted Mahamantra with a 
pure heart filled with faith in the Guru, 
Bhagavan graced the lady’s house and 
brought her fortune through the very curd 
that He loves so much. What is He 
showing through this? Perhaps He is 
saying that this is His family! 

Bhagavan is also the mother indeed! 
 

Original article by Dr. Bhagayanathan, 
Madhuramurali August 2016 issue 

Translated by Nisha Giri, Houston TX 

T his is one of Krishna's many leelas that 
truly exposes the power of devotion to 

be unmatched by knowledge or 
power. It shows that devotion is in 
itself an extremely effective way to 
attain God. 

The leela starts with Krishna and his 
friends roaming near the bank of 
river Yamuna. The boys were 
extremely hungry and they looked 
to Krishna and Balarama to act as 
leaders in solving the problem. 
Krishna decided to send someone 
to ask some nearby brahmanas for food. 
He discerned that by mentioning Krishna 
and Balarama, food will surely be provided. 
However, upon arrival, the brahmanas 
completely ignored the boys' request and 

instead continued to focus on the yajna 
that they were performing.  

Realizing that the endeavor was futile, the 
boys then returned to Krishna. However, 

impervious to the situation, 
Krishna asserted that by trying 
again, this time with the wives, 
food will certainly be obtained. 
This time, the wives’ response was 
of awe and surprise. Having heard 
of Krishna's praise, the wives were 
excited to finally see him and 
rushed there with food.  

Realizing that this devotion was 
pure and selfless, Krishna was 

happy to see the wives, ate the food they 
brought and urged them to return home so 
that their husbands' yajna could be 
rendered complete. They were extremely 
happy that the Lord had partaken of their 

food.  But 
crestfallen that 
the Lord had asked them to return, they 
went home.  

It was only now that the brahmanas 
realized their folly. "What use is our grand 
knowledge of the Vedas when we ignore 
the small request of the Lord himself?" 
They cried out in vain. "Look at our wives; 
they neither have the knowledge nor the 
penance that we do, yet they have gone to 
Krishna with the utmost devotion," they 
reasoned. 

The purpose of the story is to show that 
although knowledge and penance can be 
important, without devotion to the Lord, all 
attempts will be in vain. 

Srinath Nandakumar, 16, San Ramon, CA 

Illustration: Hema Kalyan, Dallas TX 

Darshan to Yajnapatnis Kid’s Contribution 
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Sri Hari:  

I 
n this series, we present, each month, 
a prayer kirtan composed by His 
Holiness Maharanyam Sri Sri 

Muralidhara Swamiji. These kirtans 
underline the importance of prayers and 
show us how to pray. 

When I Fall Down, O 
Mother, Come, Lift Me Up! 
Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa speaks 
about two predominant paths in 
spirituality. One is called the “Markata” 
path and the other is called “Marjara” path. 
“Markata” means monkey in Sanskrit. If you 
have seen a troop of monkeys with their 
young ones, you would have noticed that it 
is the young one that is holding on to its 
mother. The mother may climb trees, jump 
from one branch to another, swing on the 
branch and all the while, the young one 
holds onto its mother tightly. If it takes its 
hands off even for a moment, it knows it 
will fall down instantly. Devotees who try to 
reach the Lord with their own efforts are 
like the young monkeys. 
The other path is known as “Marjara” path. 
Marjara, in Sanskrit, means cat. A kitten 
that hasn’t opened its eyes yet, is helpless 
and knows nothing about food, shelter, 
safety, etc. All it knows is to call out to its 
mother if it is in distress. The mother cat 

comes and checks what the kitten needs 
and makes arrangements for it. If it is too 
cold, the cat may take the kitten to a 
warmer place or feed it if hungry.  Devotees 
who completely surrender themselves to 
the Lord are like the kittens. In times of 
distress, all they know is to call out the 
names of the Lord. They are happy with 
wherever the Lord places them. The Lord, in 
turn takes complete responsibility of that 
devotee. 
Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa spoke highly 
of the Marjara path of devotion and he too, 
saw Goddess Kali as his Mother and 
completely surrendered unto her. Unto the 
Divine Mother Sri Radha Devi, our Swamiji 
sings this beautiful kirtan, “Sarukki vizhum 
samayangal” set in Shanmukhapriya Raga, 
in a similar bhava (spiritual mood). The 
lyrics and the meaning of the song are 
presented here. 

Sarukki Vizhum 
Samayangal 

Ragam:  Shanmughapriya 
 
Pallavi 
sarukki vizhum samayangal en vAzhvil 
vAikAmal irukka marukkAmal aruLvAi 
 

 

Anupallavi 
Asai mEliTTu arivai izhandhu - nAn 
kUsiDum seigaigaL seiyyAdirukka vENDum 
 
Charanam 
paLLAtthil vizha irukkum kuzhandayai 
pArtthum 
pArAdiruppALO endha thAyum 
mAyai enum paLLatthai nAn nerungiDum 
pOdhellAm 
rAdhE! nI ennai thUkki aNaittiduvAi 
 
Meaning 
Pallavi 
Situations where I may slip and fail in life, 
By your grace, I should not find myself in, O 
Mother! 
Anupallavi 
Driven by desire, losing my power of 
discretion - 
I must not indulge in despicable acts 
Charanam 
Beholding a child about to fall into a chasm, 
Will the mother pretend to overlook it? 
Whenever I go near the chasm called Maya 
O Mother Radhe! Please gather me in your 
arms 
Radhashtami, the day when Radha Devi 
descended on Earth was celebrated on Sep 
9 this year. 

Sowmya Balasubramanian, Fremont CA 

Madhura Geetam - Prayer Series: 14 

T 
here are 108 Divya Desams – 
temples/abodes of Lord Narayana 
that have been sung by the Azhwars. 

This month, take the quiz to learn about 
Muktinath, one Divya Desam which is 
outside the current geographic boundary of 
India. 
 

1. How many pasurams were composed 
by the Azhwars on Muktinath 
Divyadesam? 

A. 121 
B. 520 
C. 12 
 

2. On which river bank is Muktinath 
Divyadesam located? 
A. Gangothri 
B. Godavari 
C. Gandaki 
 

3. Name the sacred stone that is found near 
the Muktinath Divyadesam that is widely 

used as a  symbol of worship. 
A. Shalagram 

B. Opal 
C. Quartz 
 

 4.  Name the deity of Muktinath 
Divyadesam 
A. Sri Parthasarathy 
B. Sri Moorthy 
C. Sri Devanathaswamy 
 

5. In what posture is the Lord worshipped in 
this Divyadesam? 
A. Reclining 
B. Standing 
C. Sitting 
 

6. Name the two Azhwars who sang praises 
on Muktinath Divyadesam 
A. Thondaradipodi Azhwar and 

Nammazhwar 
B. Madhurakavi Azhwar and Thirumangai 

Azhwar 
C. Periya Azhwar and Thirumangai 

Azhwar 

 

7. In which country is Muktinath 
Divyadesam located? 
A. India 
B. Nepal 
C. Bangladesh 
 

8.   What is the other name for this 
Divyadesam? 
A. Mukti Badari Stalam 
B. Mukti Gandaki Kshetram 
C. Mukti Narayana Kshetram 
 
 

9.  Muktinath is one of the ‘Swayam Vyakta 
Kshetras’.  What does ‘swayam vyakta’ 
mean? 
A. Self-manifested 
B. Invisible to human eyes 
C. Established by saints 

 
Compiled by  

Ramya Srinivasan, San Jose CA 
Answers: 

Quiz - Divya Desam Series 10 

1 - C, 2 - C, 3 - A, 4 - B, 5 - B, 6 - C, 7 - B, 8 - C, 9 - A 
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Sri Hari: 
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Apart from weekly satsangs in 
numerous cities across the USA, 
a Telecon satsang is held every 
Fri evening and Tele-Bhagavatam 
discourse is telecast every Tue 
evening, both at 8:30 PM CST.  
Anyone is welcome to attend. 
Ph: 605-475-4000, Passcode: 
131581 

Gopa Kuteeram (kids’ programs) 
& Srimad Bhagavatam study cir-
cles are conducted in various 
cities.  

Email newsletter@godivinity.org  

 

TORONTO 
JANMASHTAMI FESTIVITIES ACROSS US & CANADA 

ORLANDO 

NAMADWAAR, HOUSTON 

FUSION OF THE ARTS, HOUSTON 

 BAY AREA 

Upcoming Events: 

Houston: Oct 29 & 30 - 
Deepavali & Sri Swamiji’s Jayan-
thi celebrations. 
 

Houston: Dec 18, 4:00 PM - 
‘Bhakti Sugandham’ - Fragrance 
of devotion, Bharatanatyam 
dance ballet glorifying Srimad 
Bhagavatam.   
 
 

For details contact: 281.402.6585 

LIFE & SOUL - FREE HEALTH FAIR, HOUSTON 

RADHASHTAMI, 

NAMADWAAR HOUSTON 

RADHASHTAMI, BAYAREA 

mailto:newsletter@godivinity.org
http://www.namadwaar.org
http://www.godivinity.org
mailto:newsletter@godivinity.org

